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Welcome! You are reading Mission Mail, the bi-weekly newsletter from
The SPACE 3.0 Foundation, featuring some fun stories, cool videos, and
space history resources.  

Things That Caught Our Eye 

Inside: Space Launch Complex-6 at Vandenberg AFB Demolished; What if a
Saturn V Exploded; Apollo Lunar Module windows; Fred Haise; Bepi-Columbo
probe; Lunar Excursion Vehicle 2 / SORA-Q; Cosmonaut Aleksandr
Samoktyaev; Abdul Ahad Momand; Spaceship Simulator Giveaway; Apollo-
Saturn 203; Soyuz 21; STS-121; Juno robotic probe; 2026 Sacknoff Prize for
Space History

Storied Space Launch Site Demolished

One of the United States' most-storied space launch sites was cleared on June
16 of its decades-old support towers, making way for modern SpaceX Falcon
rockets to use the pad. Space Launch Complex-6 (SLC-6) at Vandenberg
Space Force Station is arguably more famous for what did not lift off from there
(the Space Shutfle) than what did. Learn more on collectSPACE.

NASA's prototype Space Shuttle orbiter Enterprise, stacked with an external tank and two solid rocket

boosters, stands at Space Launch Complex-6 (SLC-6), flanked by the assembly building and mobile

service tower at the Vandenberg Air Force Base in California in February 1985. Image Credit: US Air

Force/Tech. Sgt. James Pearson

https://mailchi.mp/55fc5b53b7a9/space-30-mission-mail-july-14189932?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
https://www.collectspace.com/news/news-061726a-space-launch-complex-slc-6-vandenberg-space-force-base-demolition-spacex.html


What if a Saturn V Had Exploded on the
Launch Pad? 
You’ve probably all seen video of the Blue Origin New Glenn launch vehicle’s
dramatic explosion on the launch pad last month. Pretty darned sobering!  And
the current sci-fi series For All Mankind uses a Saturn V (even bigger than New
Glenn) explosion as a plotline. Dwayne Day has done some great research into
the question “What if a Saturn V explosion had really happened?” and
published it at The Space Review.

From the Video Vault: The Apollo Lunar
Module's Funky Little Windows

Have you ever marveled at the little triangular windows in the front of the Apollo
LM? They weren’t there just to look cool; there was a lot of thought behind their
design as this video describes. It gets a bit technical toward the middle of the
video, but the first few minutes give you the bottom line. And after watching this,
it will be interesting to see how the Artemis landers cope with windows.
Credit: Concord Aerospace

https://www.thespacereview.com/article/5235/1?fbclid=IwY2xjawSRpghleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeZJ0V-9046IS9j8_tNUdYz90_Q1vCt6EJAP1GWy8pbjw8xRRefN9YzB36rEE_aem_75dPxTXgzxMcf9uJ1xNTkg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mALD1kdxgs


Fred Haise Landing Dedication, Biloxi, MS,
June 27

The Biloxi Visitor Center is honoring Biloxi native and Apollo 13 astronaut Fred
Haise with the dedication of Fred Haise Landing and the unveiling of the newly
restored Moonwalk mural. And Fred will be there!  

Bepi-Columbo

We at Mission Mail had forgotten about the European/Japanese Bepi-Columbo
robotic probe launched almost eight years ago on its odyssey to the planet
Mercury! Here’s what it has been doing, and more to come when it arrives in
five more months.

https://www.facebook.com/events/4483779898606512
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BHYYMvFxM/


The Transformable Lunar Rover "LEV-2"

A paper presenting the mission of the transformable robotic lunar rover “Lunar
Excursion Vehicle 2 (LEV-2),” also known as “SORA-Q,” has been featured on
the cover of and published in the international journal Science Robotics on
June 10, 2026. Sci-fi has come true! Details on this provided by the Japanese
Aerospace Exploration Agency.

Ave et Vale

Cosmonaut Aleksandr Samokutyaev, 1970-2026: As a two-time resident on the
International Space Station, Aleksandr Samokutyaev logged 332 days in orbit.
On June 17, he died at the age of 56. Samokutyaev was the commander of his
Soyuz crews and a flight engineer on the ISS Expedition 27/28 and 41/42
crews. He conducted two spacewalks and was on the ISS for the last Shuttle
mission. Samokutyaev is the first long-duration ISS resident to pass.

Abdul Ahad Momand, the first citizen of Afghanistan to fly into space, died at
age 67 on June 21. Learn more on collectSPACE.

Kraft Foods Gave Away a Real Spaceship
Simulator in 1959

Boy, what we at Mission Mail would have given to have had this Aerojet
General designed spaceflight simulator in our backyard when we were kids! 
And maybe even today too!  Learn more at this from: Paleofuture

https://global.jaxa.jp/press/2026/06/20260618-1_e.html
https://global.jaxa.jp/press/2026/06/20260618-1_e.html
https://global.jaxa.jp/press/2026/06/20260618-1_e.html
https://www.collectspace.com/news/news-061726a-roscosmos-cosmonaut-aleksandr-samokutyaev-obituary.html
https://www.collectspace.com/news/news-062226a-afghan-cosmonaut-abdul-ahad-momand-obituary.html
https://www.collectspace.com/news/news-062226a-afghan-cosmonaut-abdul-ahad-momand-obituary.html
https://paleofuture.com/blog/2014/10/23/kraft-foods-gave-away-a-real-spaceship-simulator-in-1959


Anniversaries (Videos from the Vault)
                                                                                         
60 Years Ago
July 5, 1966 - Apollo-Saturn 203 (AS-203) was launched on an uncrewed test
flight of the Saturn 1B booster. No Apollo capsule was carried since the intent of
the flight was to characterize the S-IVB upper stage of the launch vehicle (that
would also be used on the Saturn V).  Here’s what NASA wrote for the
55th anniversary.

50 Years Ago
July 6, 1976 - Soyuz 21 was launched to the Salyut 5 space station with
cosmonauts Boris Volynov and Vitaly Zholobov onboard. The crew was brought

https://www.nasa.gov/history/55-years-ago-apollo-as-203-mission-tests-liquid-hydrogen-behavior/
https://www.nasa.gov/history/55-years-ago-apollo-as-203-mission-tests-liquid-hydrogen-behavior/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soyuz_21


home early, 49 days into the mission, due to toxic fumes in the Salyut
atmosphere. 

20 Years Ago
July 4, 2006 – Space Shuttle Discovery was launched on mission STS-121 with
a crew of seven on a near-13-day mission to the ISS. This was the second
Shuttle flight after the STS-107 tragedy and finalized the fixes to the external
tank insulation shedding problem that had caused the STS-107 tragedy.

10 Years Ago
July 4, 2016 – The Juno robotic probe entered Jupiter orbit where it remains
today, still making breathtaking observations of the giant planet.

Deadline for the 2026 Sacknoff Prize for Space
History - 25 November 2026 

The deadline for the Sacknoff Prize for Space History is 25 November
2026. Awarded since 2011, the Prize is designed to encourage original
research by university students in the field of space history.
Undergraduate and graduate students are encouraged to submit their
original manuscript for consideration!

The Volume 33 #2 issue of Quest features a rare interview with astronaut
test pilot Mike Melvill and articles on: The HP Calculators on Skylab and
Apollo-Soyuz; Titan I, the NASA Mission Evaluation Room, James Van
Allen, Australia's Space History, and the NASA Launch Services Program.
It also includes, from the SPACE 3.0 Archives, a presentation by Deke
Slayton, "Project Mercury from a Pilot’s Point of View."  If you are not
already, Become a subscriber today!

https://www.nasa.gov/mission/sts-121/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/jupiter-as-you-ve-never-seen-it-before-from-nasa-s-juno-spacecraft/ss-AA1A8VdH?ocid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=693ca6dd15ee451987e4bcab3928a076&ei=31
https://spacehistory101.com/space-history-resources/sacknoff-prize/
https://spacehistory101.com/about-quest/
https://spacehistory101.com/about-quest/subscribe-renew/


Looking for prior Mission Mail issues?
You can check them out here.

Editor:   Dennis Dillman

Do You Have Something Cool -- A story to tell, your favorite piece of space

memorabilia, a space-related video, an interview, a history-related news item, or link

-- that you'd like to share? Contact us at info@spacecommerce.org to share; it could

be featured in this newsletter!

If you'd like to learn more about the SPACE 3.0 Foundation and the various projects

we support with our "One Small Step" grants, please visit our website at

SpaceCommerce.org
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https://www.spacecommerce.org/mission-mail/
mailto:info@spacecommerce.org?subject=Mission%20Mail
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
mailto:missionmail@spacecommerce.org?subject=Sign%20me%20up!&body=Please%20include%20me%20on%20the%20Space%203.0%20Foundation%27s%20Mission%20Mail%20distribution%20list.%20
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/


Copyright © 2026 SPACE 3.0, All rights reserved.

https://www.facebook.com/Space3org
https://www.facebook.com/Space3org
https://spacecommerce.org/
https://spacecommerce.org/
https://www.instagram.com/space3org/
https://www.instagram.com/space3org/



