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Welcome! You are reading Mission Mail, the bi-weekly newsletter from
The SPACE 3.0 Foundation, featuring some fun stories, cool videos, and
space history resources.  

 
 

Things That Caught Our Eye 

 
Inside:  Ultrarare Shuttle-Flown Gold Sacagawea dollars at auction,
Remastered Photos Gemini and Mercury, Podcast: The Entire History of NASA,
Roger Launius, STS-1 / STS-135 Anniversary Celebration, ESA HQ Open
House, Al Rochford, Videos: Ed White Spacewalk and the Soviet N-1 Rocket,
Soyuz T-14, Parker Solar Probe, Orbiting Solar Observatory (OSO)

One of the Rarest Coins Ever
Did you know that the United States Mint struck 12 unique 22-karat Sacagawea
gold dollars and flew them on Space Shuttle Columbia in July 1999 -- the first
one commanded by a woman, Col. Eileen Collins? I didn't. These were the first-
ever coins to be flown in space on behalf of the US government (others were
carried by the astronauts but none were ever commissioned by the
government.) Five of these coins will remain in Fort Knox never to be sold, but
the other seven are being sold at an auction by Stacks Bowers this Friday.
Bidding is currently at $150,000 each. Considering the value was estimated in
1999 at $1 million, this is going to be an interesting auction to follow.  

The Stack's Bowers Auction page with current pricing
The Stack's Bowers historical summary
The collectSpace.com article

https://mailchi.mp/2594de77051b/space-30-mission-mail-july-14182686?e=855e8d20ec
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
https://auctions.stacksbowers.com/auctions/3-1LTXOX/september-2025-legendary-space-flown-2000-w-22k-gold-1-struck-2025-w-24k-gold-sacagawea-dollars-on-behalf-of-the-united-states-mint-lots-1001-1008
https://auctions.stacksbowers.com/lots/view/3-1LTXP0/space-flown-22-karat-gold-2000-w-pattern-sacagawea-dollar-judd-2190-j-hewitt-judd-united-states-pattern-coins-10th-edition-2009-
https://www.collectspace.com//news/news-082925a-us-mint-space-flown-sacagawea-gold-coins-auction.html


Remastered Photos from Mercury and Gemini
 
Andy Saunders is a UK expert in digital restoration who specializes in working
with archival NASA images. Quest featured his amazing work on the cover of
Quest Volume 27 #2, the 50th anniversary of Apollo 13.

For his latest book, Gemini and Mercury Remastered, Saunders got access to
the raw images captured during those early NASA missions, digitally
processing them with modern technology to reveal the photos in a new light.
His work is truly amazing.  Check out this interview with him at BBC Sky at
Night Magazine and see some of his work.

Top - Buzz Aldrin is revealed as he takes the first ever selfie in space on Gemini 12, 12th November,

1966. Left and right show the 'before and after' versions of the image, as featured in Gemini and Mercury

Remastered by Andy Saunders. Credit NASA / ASU / Andy Saunders

Below - Gemini 7 is photographed at close quarters from Gemini 6A, during the world's first space

rendezvous (two vehicles meeting in space). Credit NASA / ASU / Andy Saunders

https://www.apolloremastered.com/gemini-and-mercury-remastered
https://spacehistory101.com/downloads/quest-vol-27-2/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/456283/gemini-and-mercury-remastered-by-saunders-andy/9780241638194
https://www.skyatnightmagazine.com/news/gemini-and-mercury-remastered
https://www.skyatnightmagazine.com/news/gemini-and-mercury-remastered


The Entire History of NASA
Roger Launius, the retired chief historian at NASA and a former Chair of the
Division of Space History and Senior Curator at the Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum appeared on a NASA Johnson podcast to discuss his free
ebook, “NACA to NASA to Now: The Frontiers of Air and Space in the American
Century.” Roger is a great storyteller and his book captures some of the most
significant moments and programs of NASA’s history and puts it into one
concise volume. You can listen to the podcast here.

STS-1 and STS-135 Anniversary Celebration
Meet STS-1 pilot Bob Crippen and STS-135 commander Chris Ferguson on
January 24 in West Palm Beach, FL in this fundraiser for the Astronaut
Scholarship Foundation.  More:  STS-1 & STS-135 Anniversary Celebration |
Astronaut Scholarship Foundation

https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/NACA-to-NASA-to-NOW_TAGGED.pdf
https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/NACA-to-NASA-to-NOW_TAGGED.pdf
https://nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/ep286_the_entire_history_of_nasa.mp3
https://www.astronautscholarship.org/events/sts-1-and-sts-135-anniversary-celebration/
https://www.astronautscholarship.org/events/sts-1-and-sts-135-anniversary-celebration/


ESA HQ Open House (Paris, FR)
20 September 2025 -- Visitors will be invited to participate in various activities:
attend conferences with space experts, take part in a simulation of the ESA
Council to understand how ESA's missions are decided, and interact with
specialists at an exhibition featuring models of probes, satellites, and
launchers!  Learn more on collectSPACE

Ave et Vale: Al Rochford
Al Rochford, NASA Space Suit Technician -- Alan "Al" M. Rochford, who joined
NASA in 1960 and suited up astronauts through 1997, died on August 23. He
was 88. He was the subject of a NASA Oral History Interview and the subject of
a Norman Rockwell painting of him suiting up the Gemini 3 crew. More about
him can be found on: collectSPACE.com 

Credit: NASA/Collectspace. In 1963, crew systems tech Al Rochford assists Mercury astronaut Gordon

Cooper in checking his life vest stowed in a pocket in the lower left leg.

The Space Video Vault

America's First Spacewalk Revisited In 1965, a NASA Archive Video

Rare footage of the Soviet N-1 Rocket on YouTube.

Anniversaries
                                                                                         
40 Years Ago
Soyuz T14 was launched on September 17, 1985, with cosmonauts Vladimir
Vasyutin, Georgi Grechko, and Alexander Volkov aboard.  They docked with the

https://www.collectspace.com/ubb/Forum23/HTML/003537.html
https://www.collectspace.com/ubb/Forum38/HTML/002653.html
https://www.collectspace.com/ubb/Forum38/HTML/002653.html
https://youtu.be/NQII-O6Nn2U
https://youtu.be/_OoQ72eZs_g


Salyut 7 space station the next day.  On November 13 they validated the
wisdom of keeping a Soyuz docked at the space station for emergencies when
T14 had to return to earth prematurely due to a medical emergency with
cosmonaut Vasyutin.  More:  Spaceflight mission report: Soyuz T-14
 

Where Are They Now?

Ever wonder what became of the hardware from your favorite space mission? 
Here are a few of the biggies (please note that Freedom 7 has since been
moved back to the National Air and Space Museum on the Mall). See: Discover
The Fate Of History's 26 Most Famous Spacecraft

Time is Running Out...

Due to storage constraints, the SPACE 3.0 Foundation is offering a rare, once-
in-a-decade super sale on back issues of original copies of "Quest: The History
of Spaceflight Quarterly." 

50% will automatically be taken off orders of any of the following issues
between now and September 25, 2025 (not including the international shipping
fee). These are original issues: 

Volume  14:4,  15:1,  15:3,  15:4,  16:1-4,  17:1-4,  18:1-4,   19:1-4,  20:2-4, 
21:1-4,  22:1-4,  23:1-4,  24:1-4,  25:1-4,  26:1-4,  27:1-4,  28:1-4,  29:1-4, 
30:1-4

Whether you are looking to fill in holes in your collection or you don't currently
subscribe but want to see what all the hubbub about Quest is about. Now is
your chance.

Discount available while supplies last.

https://www.spacefacts.de/mission/english/soyuz-t14.htm
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/discover-the-fate-of-history-s-26-most-famous-spacecraft/ss-AA1zxVMZ?ocid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=68a8577446024d949090254b57756205&ei=41
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/discover-the-fate-of-history-s-26-most-famous-spacecraft/ss-AA1zxVMZ?ocid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=68a8577446024d949090254b57756205&ei=41
https://spacehistory101.com/about-quest/order-back-issues/


Tidbits about Everyone's Favorite Star

(And no, we aren’t talking about Taylor Swift here.) -- Over the last 7 years you’ve
likely seen press releases about the Parker Solar Probe (PSP) that has orbited
the Sun as close as 3.8 million miles (note, we are sitting about 93 million miles
away right now).  A PSP exhibit is currently being assembled at the National Air
and Space Museum’s Udvar-Hazy Center with a mockup of the spacecraft
assembled from flight spare parts.  Learn more here.

With PSP’s spectacular discoveries about our Sun, let’s take a look back at
NASA’s first major program to do solar research from space -- the Orbiting
Solar Observatory. Eight nearly identical scientific satellites were successfully
launched between 1962 and 1975 to study the Sun over its 11-year cycle.
Learn more here. 

Call for Papers: 2025 Sacknoff Prize

Due Date: 2 December 2025

Awarded since 2011, The Sacknoff Prize for Space History is designed to
encourage original research by university students in the field of space
history. Undergraduate and graduate students are encouraged to submit their
original manuscript for consideration!

Winners receive an $850 cash prize; publication in the peer-reviewed history

https://spacehistory101.com/downloads/quest-volume-32-3/
https://spacehistory101.com/downloads/quest-volume-32-3/
https://www.jhuapl.edu/news/news-releases/250716-parker-closest-sun-images
https://imagine.gsfc.nasa.gov/science/toolbox/missions/oso.html
https://spacehistory101.com/space-history-resources/sacknoff-prize/


journal, Quest; and an invitation to present their paper at the annual meeting of
the Society for the History of Technology (SHOT) by its Aerospace Special
Interest Group (Albatross).

Looking for prior Mission Mail issues?
You can check them out here.

Editor:   Emily Carney

Guest Editor: Scott Sacknoff

Contributing Volunteers: Dennis Dillman, Steve Milhiser

 

Do You Have Something Cool -- A story to tell, your favorite piece of space

memorabilia, a space-related video, an interview, a history-related news item, or link

-- that you'd like to share? Contact us at info@spacecommerce.org to share; it could

be featured in this newsletter!

If you'd like to learn more about the SPACE 3.0 Foundation and the various projects

we support with our "One Small Step" grants, please visit our website at

SpaceCommerce.org

Were you forwarded this and want to sign up? Subscribe here!
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