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Welcome! You are reading Mission Mail, the bi-weekly newsletter from
The SPACE 3.0 Foundation, featuring some fun stories, cool videos, and
space history resources.  

Things That Caught Our Eye 

Inside:  Astronaut Corvettes, NASA 025 Shuttle Command Vehicle, John Glenn
Lecture, The Wow! Signal, Concorde/NASP Redux, the KSC VIP Area Shuttle
Countdown Clock, Donn Eisele, Viking 1 & 2, STS-51I, STS-69, NYU Space
Talks, The Quest Back Issue Super Sale

National Corvette Museum
Remember the story about how a Florida Chevy dealer used to lease Corvettes
to the early astronauts for $1 a year? You can see the late Jim Lovell’s ride at
the National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, KY!  Check out:  Apollo 13
Wasn't Commander Jim Lovell's Only Special Ride

For Sale: NASA 025 Shuttle Command Vehicle 

NASA 025, a highly modified Airstream recreational vehicle appears to be for
sale. It went into use by NASA in 1990 as the mobile command center for
Shuttle landings at Edwards AFB.  Maybe a great addition to a museum or a
stylin’ ride for your next vacation…Learn more on Collectspace.com 
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NYU Space Talks / Season X
The Fall 2025 program will start on 16 September 2025. 

1. September 16, 2025 (10–11:30 EDT) -- "History, Communication and the
Global Imagination: A Roundtable in Honor of Martin J. Collins" -- John Krige,
Teasel Muir-Harmony, James Schwoch, James Merle Thomas and Adelheid
Voskuhl; Chair: Alexander Geppert

2. October 21, 2025 (10–11:30 EDT) -- "Territory Beyond Earth: Expansionist
Cosmic Imaginaries and the China Dream" -- Paloma Puente Lozano

3. November 18, 2025 (10–11:30 EST) -- "The Post-Soviet Space Deal:
Survival, Adaptation, Commercialization" -- Olga Dubrovina

4. December 2, 2025 (10-11:30 EST) -- "New Planet, Dad. Please!'
Multiplanetarity and Terralectics in Contemporary North American Astroculture"
-- Jens Temmen

Free but advance registered required here. 
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The Wow! Signal
"Astronomers Revisit the Mysterious Wow! Signal—and Find a Big Surprise" --
 Researchers have been trying to explain this bizarre radio signal for decades.
A new study hones in on its potential source. Read about it in Gizmodo.

Concorde / NASP Redux
It's been 22 years since the Concorde retired and nearly 30 since the Rockwell
X-30 advanced technology demonstrator for the National Aero-Space Plane
(NASP) was started in 1986 (before it was canceled in the early 1990s). Now
Europe is challenging the US with a revolutionary hypersonic aircraft (the
Invictus) that is so fast it can't have windows because they would melt. Flying at
Mach 5 (similar to the speculated secret Lockheed SR-72 aircraft), the plane
would be capable of flying from London to NY in just an hour and would
effectively create a vehicle capable of reaching space altitudes. Read more
about this study on Luxurylaunches.com

The Space Video Vault

Restoring the KSC VIP Area Shuttle Countdown Clock -- Ever wonder
what it takes to restore an aerospace museum piece?  National Air and
Space Museum conservator Kate Brugioni Gabrielli walks Mythbusters
co-host Adam Savage through some of the nuts and bolts and chemistry
of restoring this historic clock.

* * *

Donn Eisele -- A member of the Astronaut Class of 1963, he flew the
center seat on Apollo 7 in October 1968 and never flew again. He died
less than 20 years later and seems to have faded in the annals of
Apollo. This NASA film from the 1960’s shows us more of this lesser-
known astronaut.
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Did you know? In early 1966, Donn Eisele was originally selected as Pilot
for the Apollo 1 crew, along with Command Pilot Virgil "Gus" Grissom
and Senior Pilot Ed White. After dislocating his shoulder twice during
training in January 1966, Eisele was replaced by Roger Chaffee. After
corrective surgery on January 27, Eisele was named to the crew for the
second crewed Apollo flight, with Command Pilot Wally Schirra and Pilot
Walter Cunningham. At this time, Eisele was promoted to the Senior Pilot
position. Despite the success of Apollo 7, Eisele never flew in space
again, as divorce and a testy crew commander led to the three astronauts
being labeled as troublemakers. Learn more in his memoir, "Apollo Pilot:
The Memoir of Astronaut Donn Eisele."

Anniversaries

50 Years Ago
September 9, 1975, the Viking 2 robotic probe was launched toward Mars on a
Titan IIIE-Centaur launch vehicle. Viking 2 consisted of a Mars orbiter and a
soft lander, the latter of which made a successful soft landing on Mars on
September 3, 1976.  Viking 2 and its sister Viking 1 increased our
understanding of the Red Planet by magnitudes! More about Viking 2 and more
about Viking 1, which launched on August 20, 1975. 

40 Years Ago
August 27, 1985, Space Shuttle mission STS-51I was launched on the Orbiter
Discovery. The five-person crew deployed three commercial communications
satellites.  After that, two crewmembers spacewalked to successfully repair a
derelict comsat that had failed to activate after it was deployed on the earlier
STS-51D mission. More about STS-51I
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30 Years Ago
September 7, 1995, Space Shuttle mission STS-69 was launched on the
Orbiter Endeavour. The five-person crew became the first to deploy and
retrieve two different payloads on the same flight. Additionally, two crew
members spacewalked to practice techniques for the upcoming International
Space Station assembly. More about STS-69

Quest Back Issue Super Sale

Due to storage constraints, the SPACE 3.0 Foundation is offering a rare, once-
in-a-decade super sale on back issues of original copies of "Quest: The History
of Spaceflight Quarterly." 

50% will automatically be taken off orders of any of the following issues
between now and September 25, 2025 (not including the international shipping
fee). These are original issues: 

Volume 14:4,  15:1,  15:3,  15:4,  16:1-4,  17:1-4,  18:1-4,   19:1-4,  20:2-4, 
21:1-4,  22:1-4,  23:1-4,  24:1-4,  25:1-4,  26:1-4,  27:1-4,  28:1-4,  29:1-4, 
30:1-4

Order Today!  Discount available while supplies last.

Quest 32-3: Shipped

The latest issue of Quest has been shipped:   

"Apollo Vacuum Chamber Tests" by Ed Hengeveld

"ASTEC and CALSAT Mysteries Solved" by Dwayne Day

"From Swords into Plowshares: The Titan Launch Vehicles" by Anthony Young

"The Infamous Timber Tower and the KSC Boresight Range" by Joel Powell

"An Interview with Astronaut Michael Foale" by Samuel McKee

"Libertad-1: Colombia's First Satellite" by Aaron Zucherman

Obituary: Cargill Hall

Book Review: David DeVorkin's "From the Laboratory to the Moon: The Quiet

Genius of George R. Carruthers

Book Review: Glen Swanson's "Inspired Enterprise"

https://www.nasa.gov/mission/sts-69/
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Looking for prior Mission Mail issues?
You can check them out here.

Editor:   Emily Carney

Guest Editor: Scott Sacknoff

Contributing Volunteers: Dennis Dillman, Steve Milhiser

Do You Have Something Cool -- A story to tell, your favorite piece of space

memorabilia, a space-related video, an interview, a history-related news item, or link

-- that you'd like to share? Contact us at info@spacecommerce.org to share; it could

be featured in this newsletter!

If you'd like to learn more about the SPACE 3.0 Foundation and the various projects

we support with our "One Small Step" grants, please visit our website at

SpaceCommerce.org

Were you forwarded this and want to sign up? Subscribe here!
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