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Welcome! You are reading Mission Mail, the bi-weekly newsletter from
The SPACE 3.0 Foundation, featuring some fun stories, cool videos, and
space history resources.

Things That Caught Our Eye

Inside: Shuttlefest IV, Rescuing Vanguard |, Shenzhou 13 documentary,
Starman documentary, Gentry Lee, space whiskey, NASA graphic novels,
Parcae satellite, New Astronomy exhibit,

Nothing to do this weekend?

Shuttlefest IV is taking place this weekend, April 12-13, at the Hyatt Place in
Titusville, FL.

To celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Hubble Space Telescope with a
“Hubble Huggers Saturday,” there will be four panel discussions featuring
spaceworkers and service mission spacewalkers like Joe Tanner and John
Grunsfeld!

Sunday includes panels spearheaded by 4-time Shuttle astronaut Don
Thomas with NASA legends Bob Sieck and Jay Honeycutt. Another

panel, “Bringing Columbia Home,” features author Jonathan Ward with his two
co-writers, the world’s first female space commander, Eileen Collins, and
launch director Mike Leinbach.


https://mailchi.mp/5de6690c859b/space-30-mission-mail-july-14178817?e=855e8d20ec
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
https://spacewalkoffame.org/event/shuttlefest-4-info-tickets

Bringing Vanguard 1 Satellite Back to Earth

An idea to rescue the Vanguard 1 satellite, manufactured by the US Naval
Research Laboratory and launched on 17 March 1958, is gaining traction. The
authors of this Aerospace America paper describe how Vanguard 1, the fourth
artificial Earth-orbiting satellite and the first to use solar power, could be

retrieved, analyzed, and displayed at one of the Smithsonian museums. Here's
another article from Space.com.

Photo: Vanguard 1. Credit: Smithsonian Institution

First Chinese Documentary Shot in Space

The China Film Pavilion is showcasing "Shenzhou 13," a documentary about
astronauts onboard the Tiangong space station — at Hong Kong's Filmart. The
film follows the Shenzhou 13 mission from launch on October 15, 2021 to
landing on April 15, 2022; chronicling the daily tasks undertaken by astronauts
Zhai Zhigang, Wang Yaping and Ye Guangfu, including space walks and
maintenance onboard Tiangong space station, all shot by the astronauts
themselves on cameras specially fitted out by China Media Group. The director,
Zhu Yiran, was aware there would be unique challenges ahead when he signed
on to direct what’s being heralded as the first Chinese documentary to be shot
in space. Zhu and his team spent more than a month training the three
astronauts in the art of filmmaking. They also had to adapt 8K UHD technology
in order for their cameras to function in outer space, and then there were the
daily snafus that only became apparent once shooting had started.

Photo: Spacewalk on Shenzhou 13
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Starman: 2025 Documentary

Robert Stone's Starman, which premiered at SXSW, is the story of Gentry Lee,
currently chief engineer for planetary exploration at NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. He’s 82 today and was inspired by President Kennedy to become
part of the space race. Over his years with NASA, he has worked on the Viking
and Galileo missions, played a key role in sending rovers to Mars, and more.
He also helped develop the landmark Cosmos television series with Carl Sagan
and wrote multiple novels with Arthur C. Clarke.

The official poster for director Robert Stone's "Starman" documentary (credit: Robert Stone Productions)


https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-reviews/starman-review-documentary-gentry-lee-1236162211/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-reviews/starman-review-documentary-gentry-lee-1236162211/
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Inside SPACE 3.0 Foundation

Our 501c3 charity has been very active in recent months.

o We recently published the Volume 32 #1 issue of the award-winning,
peer-reviewed history journal, Quest and are actively working on 32 #2
due to be shipped in May.

o The Sacknoff Prize for Space History, awarded for student research, just
announced its deadline for its 15th prize cycle -- 2 December 2025.

» Need some funding for a space history related project? Our One Small
Step Grant may be your answer. Recent grants have been issued to:
o Preserve the raw interview footage for the commercial space
documentary, "Fortitude"
o Cover the costs for a researcher to access a closed-to-the-
public archive to investigate unflown Gemini vehicle proposals.
o Digitize several filing cabinets of space policy documents


https://spacehistory101.com/about-quest/
https://spacehistory101.com/space-history-resources/sacknoff-prize/
https://www.spacecommerce.org/projects-we-fund/small-step-grant/
https://www.spacecommerce.org/projects-we-fund/small-step-grant/
https://www.fortitudemovie.com/
https://www.spacecommerce.org/space-history-portal/

Order a copy of this issue here or subscribe today!

Space Whiskey

We don't know how it tastes but what's better for the space historian or
enthusiast than to treat their guests with a 30-year old scotch featuring space-
themed labels including those for Voyager 1 & 2, Viking, and the Saturn V.

NASA's Deleted "First Woman" Graphic Novels

As part of the government's purge of DEI material, two NASA interactive comic
books/graphic novels depicting young women dreaming of and then training for
a future that would comprise the so-called “Artemis Generation” were removed
from the NASA website. Keith Cowing / NASAWatch has found them. You can
still download volume 1 (pdf) and volume 2 (pdf).

More on the Parcae Satellite

In Mission Mail Issue #46 we highlighted an article written by Dwayne Day for
The Space Review, discussing some recently declassified materials on several
electronic intelligence systems including Parcae. We've identified another
article -- this time from the IEEE -- on this previously classified, little known
program: "A Cold War Satellite Program Called Parcae Revolutionized Signals

Intelligence."


https://spacehistory101.com/about-quest/subscribe-renew/
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a7/The_first_woman_on_moon_novel.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b5/First_Woman_issue_2_Expanding_Our_Universe.pdf
http://www.thespacereview.com/
https://spectrum.ieee.org/reconnaissance-satellite
https://spectrum.ieee.org/reconnaissance-satellite

New Museum Exhibition

The Herschel Museum of Astronomy in Bath, England opened a new exhibition:

'Capturing the Cosmos: Astrophotography by the Bath Astronomers'. The
exhibition features the incredible nightscape,_planetary, and deep sky
photography of the local amateur astronomy community in and around Bath.

The exhibition allows visitors to compare drawings that William Herschel and
his son, John, made of observations from their telescope to photographs of the
same celestial objects taken today -- demonstrating the contrast between how
observations would have been recorded over 200 years ago and how we
capture them now.

Looking for prior Mission Mail issues?
You can check them out here.

Do You Have Something Cool -- A story to tell, your favorite piece of space
memorabilia, a space-related video, an interview, a history-related news item, or link

-- that you'd like to share? Contact us at info@spacecommerce.org_ to share; it could

be featured in this newsletter!

If you'd like to learn more about the SPACE 3.0 Foundation and the various projects
we support with our "One Small Step" grants, please visit our website at

SpaceCommerce.org

Were you forwarded this and want to sign up? Subscribe here!

About SPACE 3.0
SPA[: E3 u The Space 3.0 Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization that aims to preserve space
A u history, empower entrepreneurs, and secure the future. In 2019, SPACE 3.0 became
the publisher of Quest.
A 501c3 Foundation SpaceCommerce.org

Copyright © 2025 SPACE 3.0, All rights reserved.


https://www.bath-preservation-trust.org.uk/capturing-the-cosmos-new-astrophotography-exhibition-now-live-at-the-herschel-museum-of-astronomy-in-bath/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/yac7c5csayi06ommh85yu/AJq-OsXkH05tAB_t_BwnCW4?rlkey=dejv3vq42kbxzy8rli9psyy0v&st=co438d7t&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/yac7c5csayi06ommh85yu/AJq-OsXkH05tAB_t_BwnCW4?rlkey=dejv3vq42kbxzy8rli9psyy0v&st=co438d7t&dl=0
https://www.spacecommerce.org/mission-mail/
mailto:info@spacecommerce.org?subject=Mission%20Mail
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
mailto:missionmail@spacecommerce.org?subject=Sign%20me%20up!&body=Please%20include%20me%20on%20the%20Space%203.0%20Foundation%27s%20Mission%20Mail%20distribution%20list.%20
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/



