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Welcome! You are reading Mission Mail, the bi-weekly newsletter from
The SPACE 3.0 Foundation, curated by our very own "Space Hipster,”
Emily Carney and featuring some fun stories, cool videos, and space
history resources.

Things That Caught Our Eye

Inside: NASA history PDFs online as HTML, Memories of Mercury, Space
Facts You May Not Know, Road Trip, A Song for Judy, New Websites from
Legendary Space Artists, and a Modern-day "Hidden Figure."

Access NASA History Documents in HTML

As seen on Space Hipsters on Facebook from Chris Griffith: “This is a little self-
promotion for a side project | have been working on: the NASA History
Documents Project. While the History Division of NASA has made many
historical books available as PDFs or some as HTML (circa 1990), | began
converting those scanned PDFs into modern semantic HTML versions. My goal
for the project is to create online versions of these documents for easier
viewing across multiple device types (e.g., mobile). Whenever possible, | have
been also updating the photographs and drawings in the documents as well!”
Check out the treasure trove available at the NASA History Documents Project.



https://mailchi.mp/6e1a63d03ed5/space-30-mission-mail-july-14177012?e=855e8d20ec
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
https://www.american-spacecraft.org/documents/

Memories of Mercury

o A 2002 CSPAN video features surviving Mercury program astronauts
John Glenn, Scott Carpenter, Wally Schirra, and Gordon Cooper
discussing the program's formation and missions.

o NASA on the Commons _features_a stunning_collection of Mercury-related

photos, many in full color, chronicling the first U.S. human spaceflight
effort. Many might not know that while Mercury only yielded six flights
(and four orbital flights), the effort to get it off the ground was massive.
According to NASA, “The United States' first manned spaceflight project
was successfully accomplished in a 4 2/3 year period of dynamic activity
which saw more than 2,000,000 people from many major government
agencies and much of the aerospace industry combine their skills,
initiative, and experience into a national effort.”

o Read more about Mercury in the just published Quest issue, Vol 32-2 with
a 1960 presentation to the media by George M. Low regarding the status
of the Mercury Program and the fact that NASA knew that the Soviet
Union would beat the US in placing the first human into space, and a
personal interview with the nurse to the Mercury and Gemini astronauts,
Dee O'Hara.

Credit: Scott Carpenter's Aurora 7 capsule on Mercury-Atlas 7 lifts off from Pad 14, Cape Canaveral,

Florida, on 24 May 1962.



https://www.c-span.org/program/public-affairs-event/astronauts-discuss-formation-of-mercury-space-program/162496#!
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https://spacehistory101.com/downloads/quest-volume-32-1/

Road Trip

Speaking of Project Mercury, do you need to get away? Here are two space
history events by regional groups that are coming up...

On February 14/15 in Grand Rapids, Michigan -- Roger That! A Celebration of
Space Exploration in Honor of Roger B. Chaffee.

On July 19 at Spring Mill State Park in Indiana -- Grissom Days featuring an
astronaut breakfast, a tour of Grissom's boyhood home, and other activities.
The newly renovated Spring Mill has been newly-renovated after being closed
for several years.

Space Facts You May Not Know

If you’ve subscribed to Mission Mail, you’re likely aware that space, in fact,
does have a smell (it has been described as smelling like gunpowder), and it is
merely 62 miles (100 km) in altitude (the “Karman line”). But you may not know
what the third brightest object in the sky is? Space’s actual “color’? And why
the Moon is a risky place to visit? You can learn more in Buzzfeed’s “23 Facts
About Space That Are So Unbelievable, I've Legitimately Spent The Past Week
And A Half Overthinking About Them,” an article title we can relate to — as this
newsletter’s author often thinks about the hugeness of space when she can’t
sleep at night.

A Song for Judy

A modern spaceflight pioneer is celebrated in a song sung by a generation
following in her footsteps. Dr. Judy Resnik was one of the first six U.S. women
astronauts selected in 1978. She flew as a mission specialist aboard STS-41D
in August 1984, becoming the second U.S. woman in space. She is


https://www.gvsu.edu/rogerthat
https://www.gvsu.edu/rogerthat
https://www.gvsu.edu/rogerthat
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DCohtJ1HW/mibextid=wwXlfr
https://www.buzzfeed.com/abbyzinman/out-of-this-world-space-facts
https://www.buzzfeed.com/abbyzinman/out-of-this-world-space-facts
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remembered for her intellect, wit, and incredible bouffant of black curls that
dominated 1985’s The Dream Is Alive IMAX film. Sadly, Resnik was among the
seven astronauts who perished during January 1986’s ill-fated STS-51L
Challenger launch. Three years ago, students at Judith A. Resnik Community
Learning Center (CLC) in her hometown of Akron, Ohio, along with students
from Hyre CLC, performed “Full Throttle Up (A Song_for Judy Resnik),” written
by Kimberly Shama-Hanna. Check out the moving tribute in the video below.

Full Throttle Up (A Song for Judy Rusnik)

Space Artists

* New Pat Rawlings Website: Pat Rawlings’ art has been inspiring space
enthusiasts for decades, and you may have seen it at many space
museums and Spacefest. According to his biography, “Pat Rawlings is a
visual storyteller of the future. Linda Shiner, editor of Air &
Space/Smithsonian magazine, wrote, ‘When you see Rawlings' art, you
wonder why we aren't already there?’ His highly realistic cinematic style
captures what appears to be a frame out of a documentary filmed in 2050.
His main motivation has always been wanting to vicariously experience

‘being there’ in his extraterrestrial setting.” Rawlings’ collections can now
be viewed on his new website, arranged by media and themes. We
especially love Tuneup, which depicts astronauts working on a futuristic
space-based solar power station in the “Nuts & Bolts” gallery.


https://youtu.be/QemlhhQ-TpA?si=54_td6CdyN1WsIOn
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e The most complete collection of Alan Bean's art can be found at:
Alanbeangallery.com and features the paintings and the stories behind
them, done by the fourth man to walk on the Moon.

A Modern-Day "Hidden Figure"

February is Black History Month, and space history encompasses black history.
One modern-day “hidden figure” is Sharon Caples McDougle, the first Black
woman to serve at NASA as a spacesuit technician, crew chief, and Space
Shuttle Crew Escape Equipment Processing Department Manager. An Air
Force veteran, McDougle trained SR-71 and U-2 pilots and often worked with
pressure suits, essential for survival during high altitude flights. After leaving the
Air Force with an honorable discharge, she soon joined Boeing Aerospace
Operations to work in the same disciplines. This enabled her groundbreaking
work at NASA; her first mission as a spacesuit tech was STS-37 in 1991. She
also led an all-woman spacesuit technicians team during STS-78’s preflight
operations. Most notably, she was personally requested to suit up Dr. Mae
Jemison, the first Black woman astronaut, before the history-making STS-47
mission in 1992. We celebrate her pioneering spirit and those of other Black
pioneers in aerospace.

Want to learn more about early Black aerospace pioneers? We highly
recommend reading We Could Not Fail: The First African Americans in the
Space Program by Richard Paul and Steven Moss, an eye-opening and
incredible history.

On 12 September 1992, launch day of the STS-47 Spacelab-J mission on space shuttle Endeavour,
NASA astronaut Mae Jemison waits as her suit technician, Sharon McDougle, performs an unpressurized
and pressurized leak check on her spacesuit at the O&C Building at Kennedy Space Center. Dr. Jemison

was the first African-American woman to fly in space. Credit: NASA

If you have any stories of modern-day “hidden figures” you think deserve
recognition or anything you feel may be of interest regarding space history,
please email emily@spacecommerce.org. Your story may be featured in a

future Mission Mail.


http://alanbeangallery.com/
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Quest 32-1

The volume 32 #1 issue of Quest: The History of Spaceflight has just been
shipped. Featured inside are the winner and honorable mentions for the 2024
Sacknoff Prize. Here's what's inside:

» "Helping the Soviets: The Hungarian State Security's Involvement in the
Space Race"

» "Origins, Standing, and Limitations of the Outer Space Treaty"

e [John F.] Kennedy's Hidden Stimulus: The Experimental Economics of the
Decision to Go to the Moon

e President Jimmy Carter and Space

* Nurse to NASA's First Astronauts: An Interview with Dee O'Hara

e Space Science Across Boarders: An Interview with Natalia Beloff

e From the Archives: Project Mercury Progress, 1960 - A Briefing by George
M. Low


https://www.spacehistory101.com/about-quest

2025
Volume 32+ No. 1
SpaceHistory101.com

THE HISTORY OF SPACEFLIGHT QUARTE!
<

Looking for prior Mission Mail issues?

Do You Have Something Cool -- A story to tell, your favorite piece of space
memorabilia, a space-related video, an interview, a history-related news item, or link

-- that you'd like to share? Contact me at emily@spacecommerce.org_to share; it

could be featured in this newsletter!

If you'd like to learn more about the SPACE 3.0 Foundation and the various projects

we support with our "One Small Step" grants, please visit our website at

SpaceCommerce.org

Were you forwarded this and want to sign up? Subscribe here!
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About SPACE 3.0

SPACEa u The Space 3.0 Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization that aims to preserve space
[ ]

history, empower entrepreneurs, and secure the future. In 2019, SPACE 3.0 became
the publisher of Quest.
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