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Welcome! You are reading Mission Mail, the bi-weekly newsletter from
The SPACE 3.0 Foundation, curated by our very own "Space Hipster,"
Emily Carney and featuring some fun stories, cool videos, and space
history resources.  
 

 
 

Things That Caught Our Eye 

 
Inside: NASA's Aerospace Latin American conference, Letter from a space
legend, a Space-y wedding dress, Starship 7's rapid unscheduled disassembly,
Space Quest 65 and STS-1 press conference videos, Quest's next issue,
Charlie Duke Foundation.

https://mailchi.mp/9c2e82625539/space-30-mission-mail-july-14176446?e=821305f682
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/


NYU Space Talks
The schedule for spring 2025’s NYU Space Talks has been released. According
to an NYU press release, “Each semester, established and upcoming scholars
present the latest research on the history and politics of outer space,
extraterrestrial life, and astroculture, both in Europe and around the globe.”
Topics thus far include history and narrative in China’s space program, the
search for extraterrestrial intelligence in the first Space Age, the history of the
French Astronomical Society, and issues putting “outer space on display.” All
NYU Space Talks are held on Zoom; advance registration is required. Thanks
to David Ginsberg for sharing this item with us!

NASA's Aerospace Latin America Lecture Series

NASA’s Aerospace Latin America lecture series will kick off in February.
According to the NASA History Office, “This series will explore the origins,
evolution, and historical context of aerospace in the region since the dawn of
the Space Age, touching on a broad range of topics including aerospace
infrastructure development, space policy and law, Earth science applications,
and much more.” Two lectures include “Governing the Moon: A History” by
Stephen Buono (University of Chicago) on Thursday, February 6, and “A God’s
Eye View: Aviators and the Re-Conquest of Latin America” by Pete Soland
(University of Houston—Downtown) on Thursday, February 20. Both lectures
will take place at 1 p.m. CST (2 p.m. EST) on Microsoft Teams. To join these
lectures, send a blank email to history-join@lists.hq.nasa.gov.

The Ultimate Space-y Wedding Dress
 
As seen on Facebook’s Space Hipsters, one bride is getting the ultimate space-
themed wedding gown! Space Hipster Cappy Bunn wrote, “I’m gonna have a
wedding dress made from material that’s been in space! My fiancé proposed
during the total solar eclipse on April 8th, then on September 3rd, we launched a
sounding rocket to observe the Sun (FURST Mission)! It came back down, and
we salvaged the parachute. Yesterday, on Winter Solstice, I had an
appointment to see how feasible it would be to take the white panels and create

https://www.space-talks.com/
https://www.nasa.gov/history/aerospace-latin-america-a-history/
mailto:history-join@lists.hq.nasa.gov
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1N7YYL4gYh/


a dress… they loved the idea and the material! Project parachute space dress
is a go!” We love to see it and wish the couple the very best!
 
Space parachute material is being repurposed to make a truly “out of this world” wedding gown. Credit:

Cappy Bunn on Space Hipsters

Starship 7 Launch and Disintegration Photos
 
Last week, a Starship test flight encountered a "rapid unscheduled
disassembly." This is by far my favorite space industry term as it is a highly
creative way to spin a rocket engine explosion. While the first stage was
successfully “caught,” the second stage lost telemetry with the ground and
broke up roughly eight and a half minutes post-launch.

Photos and video capturing the ensuing atmospheric breakup were spectacular.
Meghan Steere caught the breakup and posted on X: “I never post on here, but
we are in Turks and Caicos and just witnessed this. It started by looking like the
moon with fog across it, then looked like a star, started moving, and then this
happened. It sounded like thunder once it finished.” Check out the video on the
left with the little kid saying, "Awesome"

https://x.com/MeghanSteere/status/1880030999700205620


NASA video of SpaceX Starship launch failure.

Space Video Corner

Retro Space HD recently released a remastered Space Quest ’65, a
vintage NASA documentary discussing activities at Kennedy Space

https://youtu.be/nT6jXu-Yx9w?si=yS6fzZh0KVq4f5_6
https://youtu.be/nT6jXu-Yx9w?si=yS6fzZh0KVq4f5_6
https://youtu.be/EiLWYxgUnPs?si=uIOd_2F8nEV19UPB


Center during that year, including the Gemini, Ranger, Surveyor, and
burgeoning Apollo programs. You can also see KSC infrastructure,
including the legendary Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB), which dwarfs
every other structure in Florida’s Brevard County, being built.

While this video is not a new release, the great lunarmodule5 channel on
YouTube features a fantastic STS-1 press conference video from
January 1981 that must be seen. John Young’s classic “Young-isms” are
on full display in this press conference, and we are 100% here for it –
especially the part where he humorously reads his daily schedule. Within
four months, the crew would be the first to helm Columbia, ushering in a
new-style space vehicle for the 1980s and beyond. 

Space Quest '65

https://youtu.be/Okw3R9pspPc?si=U5EmSLa2vGha6pLX
https://youtu.be/Okw3R9pspPc?si=U5EmSLa2vGha6pLX
https://youtu.be/EiLWYxgUnPs?si=uIOd_2F8nEV19UPB
https://youtu.be/EiLWYxgUnPs?si=uIOd_2F8nEV19UPB


STS-1 Press Conference

A letter from a space legend
Brian Baur shared a piece of his collection with us that we adore. In his words:
“Before the book Hidden Figures was published in 2016, and before I even
knew such a book and movie was in the works, I knew about Katherine
Johnson and had a great admiration of her. I somehow found what I hoped was
her address in Virginia, and in the summer of 2015, this child of the 60s sent
her a letter expressing my admiration and thanking her for her dedication and
unheralded work on the space program. I enclosed a photo of her I found online
asking if she would sign it for me. A couple of weeks later, my S.A.S E. was
returned with the signed photo and this delightful and unexpected handwritten
thank you card enclosed. It is one of my greatest treasures, and it proudly
hangs on my wall.”

A letter from Dr. Katharine Johnson, one of the most famous US mathematicians known for her work at

NASA, sent to Brian Baur. Courtesy of Brian Baur

 

https://youtu.be/Okw3R9pspPc?si=U5EmSLa2vGha6pLX
https://youtu.be/Okw3R9pspPc?si=U5EmSLa2vGha6pLX


Quest 32-1 
 

The volume 32 #1 issue of Quest: The History of Spaceflight is on its way to the
printer. Featured inside are the winner and honorable mentions for the 2024
Sacknoff Prize. Here's what's inside: 

"Helping the Soviets: The Hungarian State Security's Involvement in the
Space Race"
"Origins, Standing, and Limitations of the Outer Space Treaty"
[John F.] Kennedy's Hidden Stimulus: The Experimental Economics of the
Decision to Go to the Moon
President Jimmy Carter and Space
Nurse to NASA's First Astronauts: An Interview with Dee O'Hara
Space Science Across Boarders: An Interview with Natalia Beloff
From the Archives: Project Mercury Progress, 1960 - A Briefing by George
M. Low

First Look at New US Space Coins
The US Mint is releasing two space themed coins in 2025 as part of the
American Innovation $1 coin program -- Florida (space shuttle) and Texas

https://www.spacehistory101.com/about-quest


(International Space Station). Full details can be found here on the
Collectspace.com website.

And for the Stamp Collectors...
The US Post Office has released
two new United States postage stamps depicting the seemingly infinite vistas
visible to the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) -- the 2025 Priority Mail
and Priority Mail Express stamps. You can read more about this here on
Collectspace.com 

http://www.collectspace.com/news/news-011625a-space-shuttle-mission-control-florida-texas-innovation-coin-designs.html
http://www.collectspace.com/news/news-011625a-space-shuttle-mission-control-florida-texas-innovation-coin-designs.html
http://www.collectspace.com/news/news-012125a-usps-james-webb-space-telescope-2025-priority-stamps-first-day-issue.html
http://www.collectspace.com/news/news-012125a-usps-james-webb-space-telescope-2025-priority-stamps-first-day-issue.html


Looking for prior Mission Mail issues?
You can check them out here.

 

Do You Have Something Cool -- A story to tell, your favorite piece of space

memorabilia, a space-related video, an interview, a history-related news item, or link

-- that you'd like to share? Contact me at emily@spacecommerce.org to share; it

could be featured in this newsletter!

If you'd like to learn more about the SPACE 3.0 Foundation and the various projects

we support with our "One Small Step" grants, please visit our website at

SpaceCommerce.org

Were you forwarded this and want to sign up? Subscribe here!

Copyright © 2025 SPACE 3.0, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

https://www.spacecommerce.org/mission-mail/
mailto:emily@spacecommerce.org?subject=Mission%20Mail
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
mailto:missionmail@spacecommerce.org?subject=Sign%20me%20up!&body=Please%20include%20me%20on%20the%20Space%203.0%20Foundation%27s%20Mission%20Mail%20distribution%20list.%20
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Space3org
https://www.facebook.com/Space3org
https://spacecommerce.org/
https://spacecommerce.org/
https://www.instagram.com/space3org/
https://www.instagram.com/space3org/
https://spacecommerce.us17.list-manage.com/profile?u=11c5ff74837493c0b7126148a&id=ae2ba72f78&e=821305f682
https://spacecommerce.us17.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=11c5ff74837493c0b7126148a&id=ae2ba72f78&t=b&e=821305f682&c=22b74f8a15

