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Welcome! You are reading Mission Mail, the bi-weekly newsletter from
The SPACE 3.0 Foundation, curated by our very own "Space Hipster,"
Emily Carney and featuring some fun stories, cool videos, and space
history resources.

Things That Caught Our Eye

Inside: Mercury Monument at Cape Canaveral, OSIRIS-REx, Home-Built Lunar
Module, Apollo 8 and Apollo 12 Space Videos, New Space History Books,
Commemorative Space Coins, Quest 31-4 Mailed, the deadline for the 2024
Sacknoff Prize for Space History is 2 December.

Mercury Monument Celebrates 60 Years

A collectSPACE article by Robert Pearlman detailed the 60th anniversary of the
13-foot-tall Mercury Program monument at Cape Canaveral Space Force
Station’s Launch Complex 14. The monument was dedicated on 10 November
1964, shortly after the first crewed US spaceflight program ended. While the
monument forged in the distinctive Mercury Program logo — built by Washington
Steel of Pennsylvania — shows no sign of corrosion, there is uncertainty about
the contents of an adjacent time capsule dedicated on the same day. James
Draper, the Cape Canaveral Space Force Museum curator, stated, “I'm a little
skeptical to believe there's much integrity left to a lot of the materials that are in
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that time capsule. Now, if that box is made of that same 'miracle’ steel, there is
a possibility that things are fairly well protected from the exterior elements of
Florida, but | will guarantee you that they are not protected from the inherent
vice of the materials themselves." Read more about the monument and the
time capsule’s contents at collectSPACE.

While the Space Canaveral Space Force Museum and its surrounding artifacts
are on a working US military site inaccessible to civilians, you can schedule a
certified tour. The museum’s website has scheduling information.

Photo: Mercury astronaut John Glenn poses in front of the Mercury 7 memorial in 2012. Credit: NASA/

Cory Huston.

The Story of OSIRIS-REx

Some of humanity’s most incredible advancements came from humble
beginnings, and OSIRIS-REx was no exception — it originated as a cocktail
napkin drawing. The Popular Mechanics article “NASA Devised a Wild Plot to
Capture an Asteroid and Save Humanity. It AlImost Failed” discusses OSIRIS-
REX, a more recent historic space mission dedicated to planetary defense and
studying asteroids. In late 2020, the spacecraft famously “touched” the surface
of asteroid Bennu; just over a year ago, in September 2023, its samples from
that distant world returned to Earth. But the mission wasn’t without its near-
misses and nail-biting moments, especially as Bennu threw out some last-
minute curveballs, nearly dooming sample return efforts. OSIRIS-REx is now
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OSIRIS-Apophis Explorer (OSIRIS-APEX) and will swing by asteroid Apophis in
2029, nine years after it touched Bennu.

A Home-Built Lunar Module

As seen on the Facebook group Space Hipsters by Julian David Stone — “For
reasons | don't know, people have started commenting on a photo | posted
seven years ago on this page, showing an unfinished, work-in-progress,
backyard Lunar Module | had built for my son. It's suddenly getting lots of fun
comments...so | thought | would post a photo of what it looked like when it was
all done...” Can we say Dad of the Year?

Caption: Julian David Stone via Space Hipsters

Space Video Corner

Retro Space HD on YouTube:

o Recently released footage from Apollo 8’s television transmissions,
remastered at the correct speed and corrected for lens distortion. It is a
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fascinating new look into life aboard the first circumlunar spacecraft in

December 1968. It is especially poignant given the recent passings of

mission commander Frank Borman and lunar module pilot William
Anders.

The lunarmodule5 channel on YouTube:

¢ Released Apollo 12 videos and animations showing lunar liftoff,

rendezvous and docking, and LM jettison. If you were excited about the
home-built LM in the previous vignette, don't miss this video.
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New Space History Books

o Space 3.0’s Emily Carney teamed up with Bruce McCandless Ill to write
the forthcoming Star Bound: A Beginner's Guide to the American
Space Program, from Goddard's Rockets to Goldilocks Planets and
Everything in Between. Star Bound is a primer on the US space
program, covering everything from von Braun to the Caltech Suicide
Squad to Skylab to what'’s currently going on today — with some ftrivia,

must-watch space movies, and playlists interspersed. Publishers Weekly
gave it a starred review and called it “an outstanding overview of
American space exploration, starting with physicist Robert Goddard’s
1926 launch of the first liquid-propelled rocket.” The cover, by renowned
space artist Chris Calle, features his painting of the last man on the Moon,
Gene Cernan. Star Bound is coming January 2025 and is available for
pre-order.

e The University of Chicago Press has published Lunar: A History of the
Moon in Myths, Maps, and Matter, a coffee-table sized book edited by
Matthew Shindell, a National Air and Space Museum curator, whose
commentary weaves throughout the book’s collection of exquisitely
detailed, hand-drawn lunar maps by US Geological Survey cartographers.
Lunar also catalogs many of the myths and legends linked to the Moon;
according to the Press, “Combining a thoughtful retelling of the Moon’s
cultural associations throughout history with the beautifully illustrated and
scientifically accurate charting of its surface, Lunar is a stunning
celebration of the Moon in all its guises.” Space 3.0’s Emily Carney
found it magnificent and a must-read for Apollo fans and lunar

obsessives.

o Space Force Pioneers, from former Quest editor, Dr. David Christopher

Arnold, features biographical chapters on the leaders who served in
space roles in the US Air Force, Army, or Marine Corps, including those
who experienced the celestial skies firsthand as astronauts. Published by
the US Naval Institute, it offers insight and analysis into how these unique
leaders have operated in the performance of their duties, as well as
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chronicling changes in military space over the past four decades. The
volume concludes with a broad and probing interpretation of
contemporary space leadership, which offers a vehicle for comparing the
accomplishments of these distinctive military space leaders.

Commemorative Space Coins

Many National Mints around the world issued commemorative coins to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon landing. Numismag, a
publication for coin collectors, published an article featuring detailed
descriptions and images of various designs.

Quest 31-4

The latest issue is in the mail! Featured inside are articles from a number of
well-known space historians:

¢ "The Material Culture of the Apollo 11 Goodwill World Tour" by Margaret
Weitekamp

e "German Contributions to Soviet Rocketry: New Light on a Disputed
Topic" by Alfred Schmidt

¢ "ATwice-Told Tale: US Space Command in Colorado Springs" by Rick
Sturdevant

e Organizing for Space: High-Risk Management in the US Space Program"
by Howard McCurdy and I-Lin Lin
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e "Apollo, Minuteman II, and the Birth of the Integrated Circuit Age" by
David Stumpf

* An Interview with Frances "Poppy" Northcutt: Mission Control Pioneer

o Book Review: "The Wrong Stuff: How the Soviet Space Program Crashed
and Burned"

A full-year, 4-issue subscription to US addresses is just $29.95! An absolute
steal of a deal. Or sample 5 back issues for just $25

Attn: University Students

The deadline for the 2024 Sacknoff Prize for Space History is 2 December
2024.

Looking for prior Mission Mail issues?
here

Do You Have Something Cool -- A story to tell, your favorite piece of space
memorabilia, a space-related video, an interview, a history-related news item, or link

-- that you'd like to share? Contact me at emily@spacecommerce.org_to share; it

could be featured in this newsletter!

If you'd like to learn more about the SPACE 3.0 Foundation and the various projects
we support with our "One Small Step" grants, please visit our website at

SpaceCommerce.org

Were you forwarded this and want to sign up? Subscribe here!
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About SPACE 3.0

SPAC E3 U The Space 3.0 Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization that aims to preserve space
u

history, empower entrepreneurs, and secure the future. In 2019, SPACE 3.0 became
the publisher of Quest.
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