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Welcome! You are reading Mission Mail, the bi-weekly newsletter from
The SPACE 3.0 Foundation, curated by our very own "Space Hipster,"
Emily Carney and featuring some fun stories, cool videos, and space
history resources.

Things That Caught Our Eye

Inside: Remembering Gen. Thomas P. Stafford, Stafford Air & Space Museum
and his archives at SWOSU, remembering George W.S. Abbey, the women of
the NACA, the Soyuz 7K-T spacecraft, rare Skylab photos, an aerospace
history fellowship, and defusing Soyuz 1 myths.

Remembering General Thomas P. Stafford

Gen. Thomas P. Stafford, one of the pioneers of the early Space Age, died on
March 18 at age 93. Stafford, who was selected to NASA's Astronaut Group
Two (also called “The New Nine”) on his 32nd birthday (September 17, 1962)
was regarded as one of the nation’s finest test pilots before his selection. While
a NASA astronaut, he flew as pilot aboard Gemini 6A and commanded Gemini
9A, Apollo 10, and Apollo’s swansong, the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project. His
Gemini program activities alone established him as a leader in rendezvous and

docking, which were vital during the Apollo lunar missions.

Following his NASA career, Stafford returned to the Air Force in various
management roles, including running the Air Force Flight Test Center at
Edwards Air Force Base. He was active in activities such as overseeing
portions of the International Space Station program until recently. Space 3.0
sends deepest condolences to General Stafford’s family, friends, and former
colleagues.

More General Stafford links appear below.


https://mailchi.mp/c918069f568b/space-30-mission-mail-july-14101463?e=821305f682
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
http://www.spacecommerce.org/
https://youtu.be/ESXuB-e2c_s?si=TgngAtW7larSj_Cm
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/tom-stafford-test-pilot-gemini-and-apollo-astronaut-dies-at-93/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/tom-stafford-test-pilot-gemini-and-apollo-astronaut-dies-at-93/

Gen. Stafford Remembers the Gemini Program: A 2020 YouTube video by
Apollospace LLC showcases Gen. Stafford’s memories of the Gemini program,
particularly early extravehicular activities (more colloquially called
“spacewalks”) in space history and Gemini 9 crewmate Gene Cernan’s
torturous EVA (and also, a rather chilling talk Stafford had with astronaut chief
Donald K. “Deke” Slayton regarding this spacewalk). Stafford also recounted
these stories in his 2004 autobiography We Have Capture: Tom Stafford and
the Space Race, written with Michael Cassutt.

General Thomas Stafford Interview

Defusing Space History Myths

Legends abound concerning one of the most tragic events in spaceflight history
— the death of Soviet cosmonaut Vladimir Komarov following his troubled Soyuz
1 flight in 1967. Space historian Asif Siddiqgi utilized newly uncovered primary
source documents to assemble the book, Soyuz 1: The Death of Viadimir
Komarov, which was published by the Space 3.0 Foundation in April 2020; this
book uncovered new information regarding the doomed mission to debunk
long-held (and often retold) myths. Get your copy_on Amazon.

Space historian Jim Oberg gave Soyuz 1 his praise: “I'm in awe of this report
and the newly assessed and profoundly radical documentation it's based on, it's
probably the most significant breakthrough in historical "Soviet space

sleuthing" in decades. And it is fitting that in tribute to Vladimir Komaroy, it
centers on the humanity, and the human cost, of space exploration and of
carelessness in the conduct of it.


https://www.amazon.com/We-Have-Capture-Stafford-Space/dp/1588341011
https://www.amazon.com/We-Have-Capture-Stafford-Space/dp/1588341011
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlY_I5qig_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlY_I5qig_M
https://a.co/d/hgtFGTn
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Stafford Air & Space Museum Exhibit Walkthroughs

Located in Weatherford, Oklahoma — his hometown — the Stafford Air & Space
Museum is home to many rare treasures chronicling Gen. Stafford’s life and
career, from his humble beginnings as an Annapolis student to his historic
command of the first international “linkup” in space. Walkthroughs of the
museum’s many exhibits and artifacts can be found here on YouTube.

Gen. Thomas P. Stafford Archives

Located at Southwestern Oklahoma State University, the introduction to this
special collection states, “The Gen. Thomas P. Stafford Archives are the
repository for the papers and memorabilia which document the national service
and achievements of astronaut and Weatherford-native General Thomas P.
Stafford. Included in the Stafford Collection are documents, books, awards,
photographs, personal correspondence, works of art, and more.” Digitized
records and images can be access via the SWOSU Digital Commons.

Stafford Meeting with UAE Founding Father

The UAE’s journey into space can be traced back to the 1970s when UAE
Founding Father, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, had a series of
meetings with American astronauts and Nasa officials during this period. Check
out this farewell to the astronaut who inspired Sheikh Zayed
(thenationalnews.com).



https://a.co/d/hgtFGTn
https://a.co/d/hgtFGTn
https://www.youtube.com/@Staffordmuseum/videos
https://dc.swosu.edu/stafford/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/tags/sheikh-zayed/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/2024/03/21/a-farewell-to-the-astronaut-who-inspired-sheikh-zayed/

Early Skylab Related Photos

Kent Green, on the Facebook group Space Hipsters, posted what appear to be
McDonnell Douglas-generated Skylab mockup photos: “Found these

McDonnell-Douglas Skylab related photos, going through more files of Daniel
Green. Maybe someone might recognize these space workers.” The rare
images appear to be from The Space Museum in Bonne Terre, Missouri, and
show non-astronauts in the mustard-yellow NASA jumpsuits of the time
demonstrating various tasks and experiments inside the orbital workshop. If
anyone knows who the unidentified workers are and their significance to the
Skylab program, please get in touch with emily@spacecommerce.org.

Below photo caption: Unidentified workers, circa early 1970s, pose
demonstrating Skylab’s proposed trash airlock.


https://www.facebook.com/groups/spacehipsters/permalink/7581889005189250/
mailto:emily@spacecommerce.org

Space Podcast Spotlight

The most recent Space Rocket History podcast episode focuses on the Soyuz
7K-T spacecraft, the second-generation Soyuz spacecraft flown from 1973 to
1981, which helped power the Soviet space program through the 1970s Aimaz,
Apollo-Soyuz, and Salyut programs. Fun fact: the Soyuz spacecraft still flies to
the International Space Station today and remains the longest-flying human
spacecraft (it bears mentioning it has undergone many design changes since
its 1967 inception). To learn more about this slice of Soviet spaceflight history,
check out Space Rocket History’s website or your favorite podcast provider.

Historian Opportunities

NASA is currently seeking applications (deadline: Monday April 1, 2024) for
its annual Fellowship in Aerospace History... These fellowships grant the
opportunity to engage in significant and sustained advanced research in all
aspects of the history of aerospace from the earliest human interest in flight to
the present, including cultural and intellectual history, economic history, history
of law and public policy, and the history of science, engineering, and
management.” The stipend is $22,550 for a six- to nine-month fellowship, which
includes travel expenses. Details on eligibility, requirements, and how to apply,
can be found on historians.org; questions can be directed to
awards@historians.org.

Also...the NRO history office mentioned at Satellite 2024 that they intend to
launch a history journal to document stories related to the agency. They are
seeking an outside editor to gather stories and put the magazine together.


https://www.spacerockethistory.com/2024/03/space-rocket-history-435-soyuz-12-13/
https://www.historians.org/awards-and-grants/grants-and-fellowships/fellowships-in-aerospace-history
mailto:awards@historians.org

Interested historians (with clearance) should contact the NRO's Center for the
Study of National Reconnaissance.

The Women of NACA

Before NASA existed, NACA provided jobs to scores of young men and women
searching for their “big break” in aeronautical engineering fields. “The Journey
to Adulthood: First Stop, NACA” written by NASA historian Jennifer Ross-
Nazzal appears in Volume 41:1 of NASA News & Notes. It discusses how a
NACA job, for many young women during the early 20th Century, was their
entry into adult life and independence: “A position with the NACA promised
women financial independence and allowed them to transition from
adolescence and, for many, the opportunity to move out of their childhood
homes.”

Remembering George W.S. Abbey

One of the pioneering leaders of NASA died this week at age 91. George Abbey
started his NASA career in 1964 as a systems engineer during the Apollo
program. He was instrumental in hiring a more diverse group of astronauts
starting in 1978 and eventually became the Director of the Johnson Space
Center from 1996 to 2001. His influence spanned the Apollo through the Shuttle
and International Space Station programs. During his later years, Abbey’s
guidance continued as he worked as a senior fellow in space policy at the
Baker Institute.

In 2018, Abbey sat down for an oral history with Seattle’s Museum of Flight.
Watch (and read)_this oral history.

You can check them out here.

Do You Have Something Cool -- A story to tell, your favorite piece of space
memorabilia, a space-related video, an interview, a history-related news item, or link

-- that you'd like to share? Contact me at emily@spacecommerce.org to share; it

could be featured in this newsletter!

If you'd like to learn more about the SPACE 3.0 Foundation and the various projects


https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/newsnotes-41-1.pdf?emrc=66037e15319d4?emrc=095c69
https://digitalcollections.museumofflight.org/items/show/45824
https://www.spacecommerce.org/mission-mail/
mailto:emily@spacecommerce.org?subject=Mission%20Mail

we support with our "One Small Step" grants, please visit our website at

SpaceCommerce.org

Were you forwarded this and want to sign up? Subscribe here!

About SPACE 3.0

SPA[:Eg u The Space 3.0 Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization that aims to preserve space
L]

history, empower entrepreneurs, and secure the future. In 2019, SPACE 3.0 became
the publisher of Quest.
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